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How Smartphones Have Changed Today’s World
Shioya Luca (International College of Technology, Kanazawa)
Hello! My name is Luca Shioya. With just 4.7 inches display screen and a powerful A11 Bionic chip, I have the world at my fingertips, on my smartphone! The smartphone is a class of mobile phones and multi-purpose mobile computing devices. Smartphones are growing popular. In fact, smartphones even appear to be extensions of people’s arms, nowadays. However, the question remains “How have smartphones changed today’s world?” I argue that smartphones have significantly altered today’s world in three ways: they provide ease of communication, increase safety, and ready access to information.
Currently, smartphones bring people closer together, even from space, in real-time. For example, in 2009, an American astronaut named Mike Massimino wrote a tweet from space, for the first time. People all over the planet received his tweet and they tweeted back, from work or school or anywhere! Twenty years ago, phones were very limited in functionality and reach. And one could often hear users say, “Can you hear me now?” But all that has changed. Advancements in internet speed coupled with smartphone technology have improved user’s experiences. As a result, people have more reliable ways of communicating with each other. 
Smartphone safety features can reduce anxieties at the personal and national levels. First, smartphones have apps to protect children. Today, the debate is not just whether children should have smartphones---they do have smartphones! A recent survey of parents in Japan showed that more than 70% of students in their final year in elementary and high school have some kind of cellular phone, and 53 % of those students have a smartphone (Meiko Network Japan, 2019). One big issue is safety. However, parents have options. They can use smartphone apps that block children’s access to inappropriate internet sites, to a certain degree.
Second, if there are impending natural disasters, a smartphone is a good device to have as a safety buddy. Recently, people in the Kanto area benefitted from warnings about the typhoon Hagibis. Emergency alerts can warn millions of people of potential danger. So, everyone can benefit from safety features from smartphones. 
Smartphones have not only changed the speed of communication and safety, but they have also made it easier for people to get information. Thirty years ago, many people did research in libraries. Nowadays, people have options to connect their smartphones or computer to the internet and do research from anywhere. For example, sometimes I do research for school at Starbucks. If my computer battery fails, I use my handy smartphone as a buddy. In other words, even if someone doesn’t prefer a smartphone, it can be an excellent backup to a computer.
 
Smartphones are everywhere. They have rapidly changed how we live our lives. Now people can connect around the world and even in outer space. Now people can communicate with others easily and make a safer world. Now people can have ready access to information via alternative platforms. With smartphones, we can participate fully in modern life. Thank you.
