Team Kumamoto (Kumamoto) -　3 

WE AREN’T PESSIMISTIC!
NIT(KOSEN), Kumamoto College, Kumamoto Campus
A: Hello, everyone. We come from National Institute of Technology, Kumamoto Collage, Kumamoto Campus. I am Otoka Matsunaga.

B: I am Ichigo Tsumori.
C: And I am Marie Nagamatsu. We are very pleased to be here with you today.
B: We are going to talk about one of the most wonderful Japanese culture. Please look at this. This is the result of the questionnaires we sent out on Twitter to the one hundred students of the colleges of technology by ourselves. According to this graph, most students like or love ANIME.
C: Yes, our presentation is about “ANIME.”
A: Our school students like “2D(two-dee),” two-dimension characters. So the friends who go to the other school say, 
“Your school students are ‘OTAKU’, in other words, ‘Geeks.’”

“I think they are pessimistic.” 
“I can’t believe that you like ANIME.”
C: But we tell you that ANIME is so wonderful and interesting Japanese culture.

B: For example, ONE PIECE, POKEMON, DRAGON BALL, and GHIBLI’s works.
C: Today Japanese ANIME gives hope beyond the border all over the world. So we want to let more people know about the charm of “ANIME” that colleges of technology students love, so we’d like to take this opportunity to talk about Japanese ANIME.
A: There are three things we would like to cover today. 
B: Firstly, I will talk about Japanese ANIME characters. 
C: Then I will explain “costume play.” 

A: Finally, I will describe ANIME fans in the world. So, let’s cut to the chase!
B: Ok! First of all, please look at this character. She is my favorite character. Does anyone know her? ---Wow I’m so shocked. Really? Ok, no problem. Let’s go first, I introduce this character.

She is “Chieri Ogata” showing up in the work of idol master Cinderella girls. And her hobby is collecting four-leaf clovers. You want to find them with her, right? Ok, and the charm that I want to tell you the most is her characteristic. She is so shy, and modest. Isn’t it too pretty?

So she doesn’t like to stand in front of people. Then why did she decided to become an idol? That’s because she wanted to change herself. Oh, she is so praiseworthy. And now, she proceeds on the way to the top idol to make everyone smile.

Oh, sorry I love her so much that I can’t stop myself talking about this topic. Ok so, I think you understand the best features of Japanese character is, “each character has a strong personality.” 
For example, here. They are all Japanese characters. Maybe all Japanese people know them. They are each different ANIME’s character, but they have the common point. That is, they aren’t main characters. They aren’t leading roles but they are known in Japan so much. So we can really empathize with ANIME characters. 
By all means, let’s meet many characters, and pick up your favorite one. Then, around here, I want to pass on to next presenter!
C: Ok, don’t you think ANIME characters are so cute? ---Year, they are so cute! I began to like ANIME and I love ANIME, as a result, I became the character. It’s me!

By the way this is the base character. It is so similar, what do you think? ---Ok, everyone let’s see this with your eyes half-closed… Yes! So close, right? This is “cosplay,” a shortened word of “costume play.” Of course, not only me. Now, there are many people around the world called “cosplayers” who imitate, or “cosplay” their favorite characters.

We have some events for cosplayer，there we are taken photos by photographers or make many friends. The cosplayer’s carnival called “cosplay summit” is held in July and August in Japan every year. This year about 280,000 people participated in this carnival. Everyone studies and makes an effort every day to get as close as they can. It’s very interesting. 

Our school has an idol group “μs”(micro-s). Its model is “μ’s”(muse), that is the animation idol group in Love Live. We are active in the school festival and external events. We can hear cheering, see clapping hands and find people to shake penlights when we are dancing on a stage.

We can connect with many people through our favorite characters and can share the character’s cuteness. I think it is so wonderful thing. So please try to find out your favorite character!!

Oh, just the time has come. Ok, then I want to pass the baton for next presenter.
A: Ok, everyone. Their love to ANIME comes down to us, right? And now, I have an important thing I have to say for you.

I have liked English since I was small. So I have participated in many English speech contests, and have taken part in a lot of events that I can interact with foreigners. And even the time the foreigners who meet there talk to me “Japanese ANIME is so interesting!” “I love ANIME!”

Of course, such time I talk with them using all my knowledge “Oh, I think so too!” “Yes, I like it too!”

But at the same time I always shout in my heart.“Truly, I know nothing about ANIME!”

So when my team decided talk about it, I felt a little bit uneasy.

  By the way, it was me who proposed the topic. Then why did I do this suggestion.

“If we make a presentation on this topic, I can understand ANIME deeper. Maybe this is a big chance for me…?”

I thought so. But of course I did not have knowledge in comparison with other teammates. From then on, I had researched about ANIME from many directions for a month.

As a result, I arrived one of the biggest ANIME event. Look at this. Does anyone know it? This is “ANIME EXPO.” This event is the world’s largest ANIME celebration held in July in America every year. Last year, 350,000 people visited this event. Compared with five years ago, the number increased to about 130,000 people. It revealed that Japanese ANIME spread out all over the world in these several years.

Here you can touch many ANIME characters and their voice actors. A lot of cosplayers whose characters appeared in various ANIME works participates in it. ANIME fans gather for this event from all over the world including Japan as well as the United States. It sounds interesting, right? Of course, even an ANIME beginner like me can enjoy it. Year, you can enjoy it, too!

So, if you listen to our presentation today, and get interested in ANIME, why don’t you go to this year’s ANIME EXPO?
C: We are coming to the end of today’s presentation.

A: In order to show the charm of “ANIME,” we talked about Japanese ANIME Characters, costume play, and ANIME fans in the world. 

C: From these points, we found that Japanese ANIME leads to tie a person and a person today.

B: Ok, now we think we can say three things. That is,


C: ANIME is not for minority.

A: ANIME lovers are not pessimistic, either. 

B: Now Japanese ANIME does not fit only in the category of subculture. 

A: It is one of the biggest culture symbolizing Japan. And from now on it will become a bridge between Japan and the world more than now.

C: So we look forward to the day when Japanese people can confidently say that “ANIME is so wonderful and amazing!” 

B: That brings us to the end of our presentation, thank you for your attention.
