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Learning English with the Latest Technology in an Old Style
Ito Yuki (NIT(KOSEN), Sendai College, Hirose Campus)
Do you know how good Kosen students’ English skills are compared with those of students in other educational institutions? According to the “Data and the Analysis of TOEIC R&L Test 2019,” they’re behind the others in both listening and reading sections. One of the reasons why this result was caused would be their attitudes toward English. They tend to consider science and mathematics as the most important subjects in their learning. But in this presentation, I want to show you the possibility that they will get much better at both listening to and reading English with the advantage of being a Kosen student.

Before I introduce Kosen students’ cases, I’d like to mention the ways of learning English of those who don’t belong to Kosen. They take English classes, read textbooks, use dictionaries, memorize new words and phrases and study grammar. Some even go abroad to do a homestay. During this presentation, I call that style “the Old Style” of learning foreign languages. No offense is intended with the word, but it simply is because this study style has been made use of by many people since long ago. Just as they do, Kosen students study with that Old Style. We cannot change the fact that we just need to accumulate a lot of knowledge and experiences to master foreign languages. But now, I’m going to show a new style for Kosen students, which will make their study more efficient. My presentation’s title, “Learning English with the Latest Technology in an Old Style,” indicates what I mean. Many technologies, which had never existed before, are being developed today. So, my suggestion is that we should combine those Latest Technologies with the Old Style I showed.

But you may have some doubt about its effectiveness, because my suggestion has never been examined by specialists in education. But here possibly is a living proof. It’s me who have been studying English with the Latest Technology in an Old Style. In my case, I have made use of an application software which enables us to communicate with people from all around the world. The application made it possible for me to send and receive text messages, pictures and files. It even enabled me to talk with the people in other countries just like through the voice call. The most important thing was that I could talk with native English speakers to study their language at any time. If you talk with those people only in an Old Style, you’ll need some process to make it through. But the Latest Technology has made it very easy, so that we can communicate with native English speakers even in our homes just like doing a homestay. Therefore, my English grades in Kosen are not bad, even though I spend most of my time studying math and science.

The application which I’ve used is not the only way. There are many other useful technologies which you can utilize to learn English even if they’re not famous right now. Now, a great international event, Tokyo 2020 Olympic is approaching. After that, the World Expo 2025 will be held in Osaka. Our English skills will be needed to lead them to success. To control the Latest Technologies is what we Kosen students are good at. Let’s find something we can use to make our study more efficient, or just create them by our own hands. Thank you very much for your attention.
