Single Tokyo -　1 
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Kurihara Misako (NIT(KOSEN), Tokyo College)

What was your motivation to enter your technical college?  My motivation was a chemical experiment show which was held at a college festival. I was surprised by the students wearing lab coats and demonstrating interesting experiments.  I was also surprised by something else. There were not many female students. The people who passed me were mostly males, and they were cosplaying. I was very surprised. According to the National Institute of Technology, the rate of female students in all the colleges of the National Institute of Technology in 2017 was 19.8%. Why are there so few female students?  


I think the reason is that women are not good at scientific subjects. I thought that they don’t desire to study scientific subjects because they thought they were not good at them. So, I investigated the reality through a worldwide test called PISA. PISA targets 15 year old students of all over the world. I saw the results of the PISA test in Japan and checked whether there were differences between the scores of males and females in terms of “math” and “science”. The results showed that the scores do not differ much. I found score differences between males and females only in three of the six PISA tests. This result does not fully explain why female students do not choose engineering. Some researchers attribute the reason to the “Hidden curriculum”. The “Hidden curriculum” is knowledge and behavior taught through the surroundings. They are not in the formal curriculum at the educational site and are not taught intentionally. One researcher pointed out that the percentage of girls who experienced danger and engineering-related experiences at a young age is lower than that of boys. This is because the adults around girls have kept them away from danger and engineering-related experiences based on the idea that girls should not do dangerous things. In addition, one study found that a certain number of students, both males and females, made unwilling choices influenced by their parents’ thought that girls should study humanities and boys should study science. As a result, a gender bias that engineering should be learned by boys are created, and girls think “I cannot do it.” Children’s academic choices are influenced by the adult’s beliefs in addition to the children’s wishes and aptitudes. 

Should we make academic choices based on gender? I do not think so. I think everyone should study what they like, and their decisions should be supported.  I wouldn’t have this belief without my mother. She didn't deny what I was interested in because I was a girl. When the girls around me liked playing with dolls, I was crazy about dinosaurs.  Even in such a case, she gave me positive words such as “cool!” and supported my buying books about dinosaurs and took me to dinosaur exhibitions. Thanks to her, I was able to think “I can do it” and to challenge anything. And now, I study at a technical college and am learning what I like. I think we should appreciate the interests of each individual like my mother did and this is necessary to overcome gender bias.  Also, it will increase the number of female students at technical colleges. 

I am currently performing a chemical experiment show at our college festival just like I mentioned at the beginning. Many younger girls come to see the performance every year. And I always give them this message "you can study what you like". Female technical college students can encourage younger girls. And let’s send a message “We can do it.”
