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Don’t Abandon Your Pets
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Pets make wonderful companions for many of us. According to The Business-Insider, the number of pets has outgrown the number of children in Japan since 2003. Many Japanese people keep pets. If you look around your neighborhood, people often keep cats, dogs, rabbits, and even pigs!!! However, there are several problems concerning these animals when their owners are not fully committed to their care.
Stray cats are a good example. An article from ‘The Japan Times’ stated that, in 2015, the
growing number of stray cats worsened into a serious problem in Japan because of improper care.

I will focus on the stray cats around my school that have found a home at the KOSEN. We refer to them as KOSEN cats.
Please have a look at these photos. Notice the difference of this KOSEN cat’s weight. A is a photo of him before Golden Week and B is a photo taken after. As you can see, he lost a lot of weight in a small lapse of time. 

You may wonder why he lost so much weight during Golden Week.

Well, this cat is a ‘stalker’. This means that he follows the students from the dormitory to the school, and vice versa. Along the way, the students feed him. What a clever cat! Linking back, this explains why he lost so much weight. When there are no students, like during Golden Week, this means no food, and vice versa.

Because students feed cats at KOSEN, the number of stray cats is increasing at the KOSEN over time, and in fact, many of them are bearing kittens right now, so the number is increasing even more.
Recently, people often do not consider the challenges of keeping a pet. They don’t consider that they need to feed, clean up, and provide medical care for their pets etc. So, some owners eventually abandon their pets, and some of these have managed to find refuge in places like the KOSEN.

But if we abandon our pets, what will happen to them?

They will suffer. They will not get enough food. They will be lonely. And they will be stressed. Without proper pet owners, pets will not live long and live well. 

According to a website, indoor cats live about 16 years while stray cats live at about 4 years. That is a very short lifespan!

So, what should we do for these abandoned pets? 

Firstly, we should take responsibility about keeping our pets. We need to see them as part of our family. You would not abandon your own child, would you?

Next, we can have our pets sterilized to prevent any overpopulation. This can decrease the number of animals born as strays.

Thirdly, we can adopt them. Many people buy pets at pet shops. However, it is also good to pick up strays from friends or animal shelters. It can be challenging to keep a pet, but it is a rewarding experience in the end. 
In closing, I’d like to stress that these problems are caused by humans and can only be prevented by humans. If Nobody abandons their pets, there are far fewer strays. I can’t ignore the problem. I want to make a KOSEN cat club to help the stray cats on campus.  And maybe even set up a booth at the next KOSEN festival to get donations to help these cats or better yet to adopt them out to loving homes.
Thank you for listening.
