Single Akashi -　1 

Befriending International Students
Taniguchi Nanami (National Institute of Technology, Akashi College)
Here are a few questions for all of you technical college students here today. Do you have international students at your school? And, are you friends with these students? How about your classmates? Are they friends with them? Every year, many students from around the world come to technical colleges all across Japan throughout the year for short-term programs. And, it is a pleasure to help them. And, there are things which we can do that teachers, for the most part, cannot because we are of the same generation. That is; we can become friends with international students. We can make lasting relationships and keep in touch with them for a long time. In my experience, it has become clear to me that girl talk is universal. And, I imagine guy talk is too. So, it is fun and easy to make basic conversation with international students of the same generation and gender. Therefore, today, I will talk about how to get along with them with respect to “communication strategies,” “cultural awareness,” and “shared experience.”
With respect to communication strategies, this is the biggest challenge we have to face over all. Of course, international students are not necessarily from native English-speaking countries. So, it’s really difficult to communicate with many of them at first because English is not their mother tongue. So, you may be very nervous and embarrassed at first. But, no one will know how you are feeling unless you express it. If you are full of anxiety or if you are afraid of making a mistake, you should just start talking to them about general topics such as hobbies and interests. In reality, they may be more anxious than us. So, we should speak first. Then, we can get to know each other quickly. If we just do this, we will have taken a very important step for our exchange programs.
Regarding cultural awareness, as we gradually get to know each other, problems of cultural differences may occur. For example, one day when I had lunch with a Taiwanese friend, she saw what I was eating and said in a panic, “Stop! It’s better not to eat that because it smells so bad.” The bad smell was “natto.” This is just one example of cultural differences we should be aware of, and if we tell visitors about it and related differences in advance, we can avoid surprises. 
However, when cultural differences involve religion, there may be problems for which ignorance is no excuse. So, we should try to know the culture and customs of their countries in advance. Of course, you can learn from the Internet, but learning directly from them is even better. If you listen to the stories about their countries, you can learn more about them and their culture.
As for shared experiences why not participate in a study abroad program yourself first. In my case, I joined our school program to go to Korea to learn about Korean culture this past March and stayed there for a week. Instead of being the one who welcomes, I became the guest for the first time.
When I met Korean college students, I was filled with a level of anxiety and excitement beyond my imagination. Luckily, most of the students talked to us first and tried to get along well with us. As a result, after returning to Japan, I could speak to international students with more confidence than before because I found that no one in an exchange program has a negative feeling about making new friends. And, I like that I learned the importance of this shared experience. 
In conclusion, we should grasp these three points. First, we should start the conversation, not the visitor. Remember they are just as nervous as we are. Second, be mindful of cultural differences. This will help you avoid surprises. And last, put yourself in their shoes. Remember shared experiences are the best way to connect with others.
