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Welcome to the world of machines!
Tsuura Manami (National Institute of Technology, Kure College)
Do you have any idea of what this number is? This is the percentage of female engineers working in the IT and mechanic industry in Japan. I’m the only girl in mechanical engineering class in the 2nd grade, so, such a small number makes me so sad because it follows the fact that mechanical engineering is less popular than other majors among girl students in my school. When I asked my female friends why they didn’t choose mechanical engineering class, most of them replied they didn’t even think about it as they thought it was very complicated and diversified field to take. 

Then, what is your image to the mechanics? Do you think that it is the only thing like these? No, it’s not. Culinary equipment, beauty care machines and health equipment, we can call all of them machines. Please look around. We are surrounded by machines. Especially, the beauty care machines such as hair straightener, should be common to female. Latest machines in general are excellent, and they can do anything we want. Some helpful functions they have are: less damage to your hair, small size and light weight, and universal voltage for oversea use. These functions would surely delight many women. But, wait a moment. Considering the fact that the number of female engineers is small in Japan, women’s viewpoints may not be reflected on the development of such machines perfectly and the adopted ideas could be the women’s points of view from men’s perspectives.
Furthermore, by adding the viewpoints of women, the items commonly penetrated into our lives would see more opportunity to be modified to better direction. That means, don’t you think it gives more opportunities to make products much better than before if larger number of women are involved in the development? Automotive industry is a good example. One of the recent famous examples is “around view monitor” introduced by Nissan. This is the advanced parking aid that indicates the image of your vehicle as if you were seeing it from the elevated location. Note is the first model in the world that equipped and commercialized this technology. This technology was suggested and was adopted by the first woman development manager among the domestic car manufacturers. This brilliant idea which is now welcomed by women drivers all over the world may not come out without women’s viewpoints based on their rather weak 3D perceptions compared to that of men’s.

We are naturally using many daily items created by women’s ideas. By increasing the percentage of female engineers in the IT and mechanic industry in Japan more significantly, I think much more innovations would come out. I believe that future of mechanical engineering greatly depends on the number of women engineers we will be adding from now. So, as a student having a dream to become an engineer in the future, I would like to ask more women to have much more interest in mechanics.
