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Do you know the prefectural flower of Kochi? It’s called Yamamomo in Japanese and Japanese bayberry in English. This is the flower of Yamamomo, and this is the fruit. Actually, neither of them are widely known even by the people of Kochi. I feel bad about this situation. So, I launched a project with my friends, with the goal being to make Yamamomo popular by developing cosmetics made from unused fruit. Today, I will talk about how we’ve tried to utilize this unfamiliar produce.

The idea for the project came from my life. I have a Yamamomo problem. My family suffers from Yamamomo trees right next to my house. They had not been maintained for a long time. We seldom harvested the fruit, so the rotting fruit gave off a terrible smell. 

Despite the limited popularity and the increase of abandoned trees, we found that Yamamomo fruit could make our skin healthier with its antioxidant action. So we started to develop a skin care product made from Yamamomo. The product should contribute to reduce the amount of wasted fruit and be a chance to attract people’s attention not only to Yamamomo but also to Kochi. Please look at the graph. In Kochi, the population is aging and decreasing, and cities and towns are less lively. We hope to revitalize Kochi by stimulating the economy with Yamamomo products!

To realize our idea, we began experiments in July 2018, one year after we got the idea. The experiments were more difficult than we thought. We faced problems in the early stages of making skin lotion. The color we extracted from Yamamomo fruit was too dark. Take a look at these two pictures. The picture on the right is the ideal color. The picture on the left is the color we actually extracted. In addition to color, the scent was too strong. These results taught us that Yamamomo was difficult to incorporate into skin lotion. Next, we considered skin cream. The color and scent of Yamamomo is too intense for lotion, but moderate for cream. We worked hard to find the best solvent for making a tincture appropriate for cream. After three-months of experimentation, we made it!

We had a number of teachers and students try hand cream samples. Surprisingly, they could hardly smell the product. Some of them suggested attaching bottles of aroma oil when we introduce the cream into the market so that consumers can mix the cream with the oil according to their own preference. Let me show you some examples. “Yamamomo cream with Yuzu oil.” “Yamamomo cream with ginger oil.” Yuzu and ginger are also local Kochi products. These combinations will help people become more familiar with Kochi.

After completing the experiments, we have been trying to apply for a patent for Yamamomo hand cream. If we can obtain a patent, there may be a chance for many people to hear about our product. Unfortunately, our product was rejected for a patent. However, our challenge is not over yet. I really appreciate that so many people have helped us drive the project. I would like to continue to work hard on this project as much as possible until graduation. I hope this will help reduce the amount of wasted fruit, and also help Kochi become more attractive.
