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The Valuable Things I Got from Volunteer Teaching
Minami Emma-Lynn (National Institute of Technology, Kumamoto College, Kumamoto Campus)
Do you know what “science-teaching activities” are? They are volunteer activities in which we, students, become teachers and teach science to elementary school pupils and junior high school students. We call it “demae-jugyo” in Japanese, which literally means “delivery lessons”. In these activities, we make many things such as slime, LED bulletin boards or bouncy balls with children. This is a photo of me explaining how a glass is broken into pieces with the power of sound.

 The purpose of my presentation is to show you what I derived from those experiences, and how it will be an advantage in future. Now, I’m going to talk about three points, these are “PREPARATION”, “TECHNIQUE” and “EXPERIENCE”.

The first point is about “preparation”. Before we teach something to people, we have to understand it completely to answer the questions from the children, otherwise it may be rude to the children who come to learn from us. But just understanding it is only a kind of self-satisfaction. If we don’t know “how to teach” or “how to explain” it’s meaningless, and that leads to the second point.

 The second point is about “technique”. The first point is about mental preparation, but the second one is, in other words, about practical preparations. We give lessons to 7 to 15-year-old children. For example when we want to explain what “electricity” is to them, how should we explain it? Explaining things we can’t see is difficult. We say that it’s like water. Imagine 2 buckets of water and a hose attached between them, if you raise one bucket, water flows. The amount of water is “current” and the height is the “voltage” in electricity. Like this example, we have to devise the explanation so that children can understand. That is before the lesson, but also during the lesson we try to communicate, not just list facts and numbers. We ask them some questions and see how they react to find out if more explanation is needed. To do that, we do a lesson in front of other members in advance. We also try to guess the questions we might get. In March we went to Singapore! We had to do a lesson in English, so we translated the handouts into English and practiced hard.

 The third point is about “experience”. Teaching experience will be useful in the future, such as when we want to explain clearly what we are thinking. And that has value which high grades or positions in class don’t. things which can’t be quantified should be more important. Also these experiences might change us for the better. It’s difficult for students to stand in front of people as a teacher. Because they usually take lessons. But once you’ve done it, you’ll gain confidence! That confidence has allowed me to stand here!

 In conclusion, I would like to summarize the three points I have mentioned. First I learned it is important to have a positive attitude to “preparation”. Second we need to devise various ways of teaching to improve our “technique”. Finally, regarding “experience” it is above all CONFIDENCE that we gain from our teaching experience. That is very important for our future career. So let’s challenge ourselves!

