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How Moto-life Has Influenced Me

Tomida So (National Institute of Technology, Kagawa College Takamatsu Campus)
Hello everyone. 

Do you have any hobbies? I know I do. Please look at this picture. Yes, I love riding my dirt-bike. When I was in my second year at KOSEN, I bought my very first used bike. That is when my moto-life began. Since then, my dirt-bike has become an important part of my life. Today, I would like to talk about what I have learned through this experience.  

First, I would like to tell you how my mechanical knowledge helped me maintain my bike. When I had to change an engine part called a bearing, I was able to find one for much cheaper by buying a generic brand, instead of a brand-name bearing. This was possible because I knew the size number of the bearing. On another occasion, I needed to estimate the surface temperature of the radiator when I used a thermostat-controlled cooling fan, and I was able to get the estimation by using the heat transfer equation that I learned in a Mechanical Engineering class at Kosen. Before learning to repair my bike, I used to “take naps” in classes, but these experiences made me more focused on the course materials in each class.  

Second, I’ve realized how hard it is to earn money. Dirt-bike racing is an expensive hobby. I was brought up by a single mother with two older brothers, so I couldn’t ask my mother for an allowance for it. When I was 17, I decided to work part-time to buy my own dirt-bike. At the time, my wage was only 720 yen, so I had to work long to get my bike. Through this experience, I learned the importance of using my time as effectively as possible. In addition, I realized just how strong my mother was to have raised three children on her own. Ever since, I've been sharing the housework with her.   

Third, I’d like to talk about bouncing back from failure. It’s hard to forget about the day I came in last in a dirt-bike competition. I was very excited and confident in myself, aiming for a high place. However, once the race began, I became so nervous that I couldn’t handle the pressure from the other riders and unfamiliar course. I ended up crashing hard, watching every other rider leaving me behind. Looking back, I was relying too much on my machine, and not on my technical capabilities. I learned that a dirt-bike race is not the place to compete with other riders but the place to compete with myself. 

Finally, joining dirt-bike racing brought me a great change in my communication skills. I have had a lot of opportunities to interact with different types of people including foreign people through joining these races. Before I began dirt-bike racing, I was not an outgoing person, and I was not good at expressing my opinion in front of people. However, as I’ve had more opportunities to interact with people through racing, I gradually stopped hesitating to express myself. Developing communication skills brought me an unexpected benefit as well. When I had a job interview last July, I could make full use of my communication skills, and I successfully got a job offer. Now I'm interested in doing different kinds of work such as designing products, maintaining machines, and going overseas on business trips.  

     Through this speech, I had an opportunity to look back on how moto-life has influenced me. I learned that if we really work hard on what we are interested in, we can obtain something invaluable. For me, it was knowledge, diligence, patience, and communication skills. Why don’t you shape your mind through your passion?

    Thank you for your attention.        

