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Taking Advantage of Our International Friends
Hirano Riho (National Institute of Technology, Ariake College)
Good morning, my name is Riho HIRANO, a 4th year Chemistry student at Ariake Kosen.

Today I want to take about 5 minutes of your time to talk about how to interact with international students at your school. You probably have international students at your KOSEN but do you talk with them? KOSEN usually have international students This is one of their strong points and is the main reason I chose to go to KOSEN.

But most other students do not seem to share my enthusiasm.

I wondered why most students don’t talk to the international students more often, so I made a survey.

First, I asked them if they want to improve their English and if so, which skill they want to improve the most?

Most of the students said yes they want to improve their English, especially their speaking skills.

Secondly, I asked them if they want to learn about foreign cultures, most of them said yes.

But when I asked them if they took advantage of international students, they mostly said NO.

From the results of the survey I found that most students want to learn English and want to learn about foreign cultures and moreover even wanted to learn how to improve their speaking skills, but they did not take advantage of the many chances they have to speak in English with foreign students. So I asked them, “Why don’t you talk to the international students more often?” There were 3 main answers.

1. Students are shy
Perhaps it’s a Japanese cultural trait.

Japanese do not often start a conversation with people they don’t know well or with whom there is not a culturally prescribed reason to speak.

Japanese people want some kind of structure that gives them permission to speak. And that is lacking when it comes to talking to foreigners.

But perhaps there is a structure that we just aren’t seeing that can help us with this shyness. We can see ourselves as mentors to international students.

2. Students lack confidence

Students don’t think they have strong enough English to speak with foreigners. But even if your English is weak, your cultural knowledge of Japan is strong so you can still be in a good position to help them.

You know more about the rules, culture, school, etc. than they are likely to ever know. So you can be confident in your cultural ability even if you are not so confident in your English ability.

3. It is difficult for students to find a conversation topic

Without structure, a topic is hard to find. Especially when you are not sure about their culture. But this can actually be a good thing, because there are gaps in your knowledge that they can fill and gaps in their knowledge that you can fill. You can start by asking honest questions you have about their culture. For example, if you are having lunch, ask them about what a typical school lunch is like in their country.

While many students say they want to learn English and want to learn about foreign cultures they do not take advantage of the many foreign students at KOSEN. We are often too shy and need structure to start a conversation. We need to give ourselves permission to talk to them.

To see ourselves as good resources to them since we can help them adjust to life in Japan. The school provides many opportunities to interact with the international students. We need to recognized and seize these chances.

The differences that seem to divide us can be the key to start a conversation. So I want to challenge each and every one of the KOSEN students here today. I want each of you to promise to talk to the international students at your school. Show interest in them, try to help them, and give friendship a chance to grow and your English a chance to grow as well.

