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“Magic” to Create Yourself
Kato Momoko (National Institute of Technology, Tomakomai College)
Do you have anything that you have long wanted to do? I like music, especially playing the violin, and playing the electric violin in a band was my long-cherished dream. But an electric violin was so expensive that I could not buy it. That fact prevented me from playing in a band. Until three months ago, I did not know how I could realize this dream of mine. But, “magic” happened.  

One day, I told one of my teachers, Professor Ito, about my dream. Then he showed me the “magic”. He took out a small object and said, “You can change your acoustic violin to an electric one by placing this on it.”  When I first heard the acoustic violin making an electronic sound, I shouted, “Oh, it’s just like magic!’  But of course, there were no tricks.

The magical object is this. This is called a “pickup.” Acoustic sound is changed to electronic sound through this device. The components are only small magnets and a thin copper wire. You just coil up the wire around the magnets. It is easy, isn’t it? Then, Professor Ito suggested to me that I make an electric violin by myself and he taught me how to make the pickup by using a 3D printer. I was excited to use it and I got absorbed in my work. I entered data into a computer and printed the pickup. Then I inserted some magnets and coiled up a copper wire. I finished making the pickup. Next, I assembled a violin kit, polished the body carefully and colored it pink. Last of all, I glued the pickup on the body. I finally got my completely original handmade electric violin. It took me about a month to complete. Not only did I make, I also played this violin in a band. I will show you the video. It was a great moment when my longtime dream was realized. I really enjoyed myself.

When Professor Ito showed me the “magic” with the pickup, he said that we should use creative thinking to solve a problem. Before that, I assumed that there was a difference between acoustic violins and electric violins, and almost gave up my dream because I could not buy an expensive electric violin anyway. However, with the idea from his creative thinking, Professor Ito gave me a push to take a step forward. I learned that I could open the door to my own growth when my interest was blended 　with technology and creative thinking. This experience changed me. In fact, I felt like I became the person I truly wanted to be. Now, I will tell you a saying that accurately describes my feeling. It is by George Bernard Shaw, an Irish writer. “Life isn’t about finding yourself. Life is about creating yourself.”  Yes, as he said, I “created myself” while I was making the violin and playing it in the band. 

Look at this pickup again. This is a small device with simple technology, but it made a big change for me. I believe that technology should encourage people who are at a loss about what to do. I want many people to have the same experience as me. I desire to make a lot of “magic” for you to “create yourself”, to become the person you want to be, with the blending of technology and creative thinking.
