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The Future of Safe Driving 

Goto Ryuta 

 (National Institute of Technology, Sendai College Hirose Campus)
Last month, one of my wishes came true. Actually, it took almost two months to make it happen. Can you guess what it was? A driving license! Yes, I finally got a driving license! Can you imagine how excited I was when I drive for the first time? On my first day driving, my heart was truly pumping very rapidly. A week later, however, some different feelings and questions popped into my head. What questions were they? ... Please take a look at this picture. 

You cannot see any traffic light but one crosswalk. And there is a man who wants to go across the street. If you were a driver, just right before passing this crosswalk, what would you do? Would you slow down or stop? I realized most of drivers were passing without slowing down in these cases based on my own experiences. How about the signs? I believe that most of you might already know some meanings of various traffic signs. As you see, the left sign means “speed limit” that you cannot drive faster than this speed. And the right one means “stop.” These signs are very common sense for us that we could learn at schools or from our parents. We have to obey traffic regulations legally, right? But it’s not real. One third of whole traffic violations in Japan have been caused by speeding or not stopping. 

The Japanese ministry introduced a new driver demerit system for traffic offences many years ago. As a result, the number of cases in speeding tends to decrease step by step. However, the cases of not stopping didn’t decrease as you can see from this figure. I think this demerit system hasn’t been very effective in reducing traffic violations. That is why I would like to suggest some new solutions for them. The first solution is to add a merit system. In the other words, it is a much better idea to give an additional incentive to the safe-drivers who keep regulations for a certain period of time. I think it is nonsense to impose the same amount of car tax to a safe driver and a traffic violator. The government needs to consider about a car tax cut for safe drivers. What do you think about this suggestion? Nobody wants to pay more taxes than others so it makes everyone obey the regulations much better than now. A car tax must be lower and lower as time goes by. It is an amazing system. 

The second solution is to make the violators drive only a self-driving car. A robotic car must be designed to keep the traffic signs, to control the speed automatically, and not to enter into private roads. This plan will be a brilliant idea because it would make all kinds of traffic violators aware of regulations for driving a car. I would suggest that we name this self-driving car a catchy name that all traffic violators will catch onto and become safer drivers. Thank you very much for your attention. 
