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A Long-awaited, Unanswered Question
Arizono Shun (National Institute of Technology, Gifu College)
Please imagine this. You’re wearing a space suit and floating in space with millions of beautiful stars and galaxies. You’re trying to contact someone else over the radio, “Is anyone there?”, but you can hear nothing but the radio noise. Then, you realise there’s nobody around you. A feeling of utter loneliness makes you ask a simple question, “Am I alone?”
To tell the truth, this was just a dream that I had when I was 13 years old. Well, “Am I alone?”, or more precisely, “are we alone?” has been my long-awaited, unanswered question. But now, the question is expected to be answered shortly.
Just a few years ago, I told my friends there must be alien intelligence. They laughed and said “okay, okay, I know you’re an enthusiast of stuff in X-Files”. They didn’t believe me at all. Actually, I’d watched all episodes of X-Files and my friends knew that. Anyway, even now, few people believe there are aliens. Maybe most of you still don’t believe in the existence of extraterrestrial life.
We still have no proof of alien existence, but in February last year, NASA announced a very important observation result – a discovery of Earth-like exoplanets. On February 22nd, astronomers detected 7 Earth-sized planets orbiting a single star that is 40 light-years away from Earth, and 3 of them are supposed to be in a habitable zone. I thought it was amazing! But it was not the end of the story. On April 13th, NASA announced they detected hydrogen on one of Saturn’s moons, Enceladus, which means life on Enceladus is very, very likely to exist. This was very exciting news for me. Although there’s no proof of extraterrestrial life-forms, I believe there must be alien intelligence. Because we are here on our mother planet, Earth, which means at least one civilisation is in the Milky Way galaxy, and astronomers say they’ve found approximately 100 billion galaxies as of today and its number is increasing day by day. Simply calculated, there are at least 100 billion civilisations in this universe! It’s huge! But this is just the number of civilisations. If we assume one civilisation has 7 billion intelligent beings just like Earth, their number is going to be, 7 billion times 100 billion, it’s ah… uncountable! Of course, I understand this number is not based on scientific evidence, but NASA’s announcements have made the existence of alien intelligence very, very realistic, and I’ll be so excited to see the next discovery.
Now let’s go back to the start. Hearing the radio noise, you’re floating in a vast, beautiful space with a feeling of utter loneliness. But then, you feel you hear the voice of your mother, and realise the noise is not just noise. It is the voice of your mother, father, friends, families, sound of rain, morning news, everything you’ve heard on Earth, and it’s coming from everywhere! Why? Because our universe is not only filled with stars and galaxies but also with so much life. That is why I think there must be alien intelligence.
Let me ask you the question again.

Are we alone?

No. We are not alone.
