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Zero to one: Ways to be creative
 KIMURA Ryotaro (National Institute of Technology, Oyama College)
To begin, I have a question for you. What is your favorite number? Is it five? Or the lucky number seven? I’m sure the number you think of will be a natural number. Numerically, it is said that natural numbers exist infinitely. What about the numbers between zero and one? What about 0.75? What about 1/3? Yes, countless numbers exist between zero and one as well.

Today, I want to talk about the importance of counting from zero to one. Three elements are necessary when thinking of how to do so. The first is curiosity; the second is the courage to jump out of the box; and the third is taking action. 

What would you make using this block, this block, and these two identical blocks? When I was three years old, I made a house. Three years later, I made this. What do you think this object is made of? Yes, it is made of cardboard. For every idea imagined, there is a discovery. I have loved to imagine things and give them shapes.

When I was 14, I could not solve a question, to determine the value of “x.” My friends said, “Using the 3-4-5 ratio or the Pythagorean theorem, the answer is 5!” When I heard that, my brain was asking “WHY?” How could that formula lead to the answer? The math textbook explained how to use the formula using this figure, but that explanation didn’t convince me. However, I used another approach to solve the question. I was staying inside the “box” of equations. I realized that in order to produce new ideas, it is important to jump out of the “box” and try to think of different ways to solve the problems.

That summer, I traveled abroad with my family. I saw amazing buildings that had unique appearances. These buildings were beyond my perceived notion of what “normal” was. This house is made of cardboard. The trip was memorable for me, as it was extremely exciting and sparked my desire to create works that were similar to these buildings. 
Let’s imagine that this collection of materials is laid out in front of you. This was a homework assignment for a science class in junior high. The other students made a bookshelf. This is because the teacher said that the seniors made bookshelves. However, I didn’t want to make the same thing as everyone else, so I made this. This is called a counter box. As I was looking around my house, thinking of what to make, I contemplated the kitchen and living room. I thought that if we had such a box, it would be useful for my family, as my mom always seemed busy with household chores. My family continues to use the box.
I currently study architecture. Please look at this photo. This is my house. I love spending time there. However, there’s one thing about my house that bothers me. You can see me from the front entrance when I step out of the bath. The architect who built my house must not have been thinking about the embarrassment that could result from this, but it is fine. This is where things start to get exciting. I wonder, “How can I create a comfortable space from this?” I can start by trying to view the scenery that I see every day from a different perspective. Zero to one: between them, there are infinite possibilities. 
Thank you for listening.
