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Survive, Hirata
KANETSUKI Hana(National Institute of Technology, Matsue College)
Hello, everyone.  My name is Hana Kanetsuki.  I was born in HIRATA in Shimane prefecture and I have lived there all my life.  The town is surrounded by woods and fields, where I enjoyed playing with my friends during my childhood.  And there is a historical street called Momenkaido.  There are many shops in this street and many events.  Going shopping there with my grandmother and buying puffed rice is one of my best memories.  I love seeing big ships go through the HIRATA river at the annual festival.  I really appreciate my hometown.  But, do you know HIRATA?  HIRATA is located next to Taisha.  As most of you know, Taisha is famous for Izumo Shrine.  Many tourists visit the shrine not only from Japan but also from all over the world.  But I regret to say, HIRATA is not famous at all.  Moreover, HIRATA does not have many people and its population is getting smaller and smaller, especially recently.  If it continues this way, there will not be any people left. How about your hometown? Many Kosen schools are located in Japan’s countryside, so I think many of you today also come from small towns in Japan and can imagine life in Hirata. What will happen to our towns if everyone moves away? Today, I would like to share my opinion about how HIRATA will survive in the future.
First, I want to introduce the situation of my hometown.  This city has had a long history since the Edo period.  In fact, more than one hundred years ago, HIRATA flourished as a shopping town to export cotton through the big river and many visitors went there and the people enjoyed their lives.  In the middle of the city, there used to be a large and long road for many merchants to sell a variety of goods.  But now this road and river have almost disappeared because of deterioration.  There are only a few shops in the narrow area left there.  The present population of HIRATA is only about seven thousand, and most of the people there are grandparents because a large number of young people have gone away to big cities.  Why do young people move away from HIRATA?  The reason is that there is almost nothing in HIRATA that is attractive to youngsters.

Now I would like to share my best solution to save HIRATA.  HIRATA has a special food known to the people who are familiar with HIRATA.  What is this special food?  It is special SHOYU, which is, re-fermented soy sauce.  When I was an elementary student, I went to one factory of this kind of soy sauce for a school plant tour.  And there I learned about it for the first time and I was impressed by the taste. But the problem is that it’s popular only in HIRATA which has such a small population.  I think, by introducing this food to everyone as often as possible, there will be a possibility that this city can remain alive. 
Do you know re-fermented soy sauce?  The soy sauce you use for dinner may be different from this sauce.  Re-fermented soy sauce is produced only in a few places in Japan, including HIRATA.  This soy sauce tastes much better and sweeter than normal soy sauce.  It is because this soy sauce is fermented TWICE.  That is why we say “Re-fermented”.  There are several soy sauce factories in HIRATA.  The number of factories in HIRATA which produce this kind of soy sauce is the second or third largest in Japan.  The residents in HIRATA use general soy sauce and this re-fermented soy sauce differently for different dishes.  This is a traditional custom unique to HIRATA.  This city can boast about this culture to Japan and the world.
HIRATA has many appealing things. 　Recently in HIRATA, special events of soy sauce have been held.  One of them is the Mochi-machi festival where the people eat rice balls with this special soy sauce and also eat a variety of food made from this soy sauce.  I am proud of this festival but it is not well known in Japan.  Probably, no one knows about it except for the local people.  I want many people to become interested in our soy sauce and come to HIRATA.  I have many memories of my hometown like shopping in the Momenkaido with my grandmother and tasting a variety of soy sauces there.  My hometown is a part of who I am, so I will continue to introduce this soy sauce to as many people as possible so that HIRATA can survive forever. My solution might sound childish, and I am still just a student, but it is up to our generation to make a bright future for our hometowns. Please remember HIRATA, the place famous for our special re-fermented soy sauce.   
Thank you for listening.            
