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What I learned from the Robot Contest

Tanimoto Yurina (National Institute of Technology, Kagawa College)

     I have belonged to the mechanical systems club since I entered Kagawa-Kousen. Members of this club are supposed to participate in the Kosen-Robot Contest, or Robocon, whilch is held by NHK once a year. Every year the club members struggle to build a robot in accordance with themes and compete with other Kosens. We spend 6 months building the robot to attend local competitions held in October and a national tournament in November.

     I like manufacturing, so I decided to join the club to make robots.  Most students at this institution are boys, and so our club has only 3 girls.  But this did not bother me very much.

     Since I also belonged to the kendo club, I could not spend much time in the robot club.  In addition to this, there is a school rule stating that female students have to leave school by 8 pm.  This gave me less time to work in the club than male students.

     I did not want to be blamed for not cooperating with other club members just because I am a woman who is engaged in two clubs.  That was why I dedicated all my strength to robot making, working harder than the boys, constructing components and helping upper-class members.  I felt happy staying in the club as I enjoyed making robots and working with other club members.

     In 2013 ,we could take part in the national tournament receiving an invitation from the host organization NHＫ.  We could not win first prize, but I was very moved to see our seniors struggling on the stage at the contest.  At the same time, I had a strong wish to join the team and stand on the stage.

　　 The following year, my shared roles were planning the design and appearence of the robot.  It was my first experience to do that, so I drew on advice from the upper-class-members.  This work, especially designing, was not familiar to me, and the slow pace of work frustrated me.  I worked hard to catch up with the other members.  I sometimes had to work on my duty overnight at home.  No matter how tough my work was, I kept high spirits and was happy as I saw my robot developing while other members became more friendly to me.

     Just when I began to feel comfortable in my club, I happened to hear some male members whispering, “Being a female is advantageous.  It's not fair!”  “Female members can go home early.”  “Upper-class-members show favor to females.”  “Their designs and exterior work are inferior to ours.” and so on. 

     I was greatly shocked to hear such nasty remarks about female members.  I found myself close to tears.  I was devastated.  I continued working hard as usual in the club as if I had not heard anything.  But when I came back home, I was full of tears.  I suddenly remembered a story that my mother told me as a warning; “Be careful.  The minority can be a target of bullying easily.”  When I heard this first, I thought nothing of it.  Now I realized what my mother was talking about. 

     I thought to myself, “I have been working very hard to make a good robot.  I was very diligent about meeting deadlines!  I am an important contributor to the club !  In spite of that, why do they speak badly of me just because I am a female? Can you explain why?”

      I lost my appetite and did not talk very much.  Moreover, I lost motivation and fell behind in my grades.  After that, I grew distant from my robot club. 

     The time came at last when I noticed that I had to change myself.  I thought I mustn't run away from troubles.  When we go out into the world, we will face difficult times and setbacks.  I said to myself, “Take the first step forward to becoming a good member of the club.  Think positively and do what you can before you are asked to do so.”   I felt relieved after thinking so.  I still felt a bit reluctant about going to the club, but I knew doing nothing wouldn’t bring me anything and that there is no changing the past.  In a few days I made the first step forward, and found myself working as hard as before in the robot club. 

     In 2014, I was selected as a representative of the robot club of our school and competed at the regional contest.  We could not win and were placed fourth, but I felt the happiest since I was recognized as a member of the robot club of Kagawa Kosen.

     I have learned a lot of things in the robot club.  First, to find out what other people want me to do, and put it into practice.  Second, to see the whole of the group and say, “please” and “thank you”, and ask, “what should I do next?”.

     I have experienced hard times and setbacks in our school so far, but these became good lessons for me.  When I enter the work force, this lesson will go a long way.  I will always think positive and go one step forward, without forgetting to say, “Please and thank you.”

     Thank you for your kind attention. 
