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Let’s win the sympathy! It’s the best way to realize our dreams!

Ino Ayame, Inoue Saki, Tanaka Mizuki 
(National Institute of Technology, Kure College)
Ayame: These days, we can see what our friends are doing on SNS such as Facebook, Twitter and Instagram thanks to the speed of development of the Internet. 

Saki: And we often click the like button when we see and sympathize with our friend’s postings. 

Mizuki: Have you ever thought about how powerful the like button is? And do you realize that we can try and do anything we like if we use that power effectively? Today, we would like to talk about them with you all.

Saki: Before talking about the power of the like button, let’s think about what this like button really means. Let’s say, you see your friend’s posting, such as this, and you click the like button. In this case, you probably envy your friend and therefore click the button. What else? Maybe there are many other examples of when you click the like button. 

Mizuki: When I want to say, “You look happy” or “I have never heard of that”

Ayame: “I think so, too” or “I want to do that”. 

Mizuki: Hmm, I think that although the meaning of the like button is slightly different, it’s clear that they are interested in the posting itself. And I think these days that attracting the reader’s interest and obtaining an understanding from others is important to us.

Saki: Yes, that’s right Mizuki! Let’s look at this example. Ayame posts on Facebook, and I click the like button. Then, Mizuki finds Ayame’s posting through me and she is interested in this post and clicks the like button too. Perhaps, someone finds Ayame’s posting through Mizuki or me and clicks the like button next. Can you see that sympathy with Ayame is being spread wider and wider? It might be just an ordinary thing in our daily life, but this is amazing, isn’t it?

Ayame: Oh, though I have never thought that way, that’s true. 

Mizuki: Oh, we can find the power of the like button firsthand through Stone Steps House Project, can’t we?

Saki: Yes, we can find it! 

Ayame: Stone Steps House Project is a part of a special class called “Incubation Work” at our school. In this “Incubation Work”, students choose a theme from more than 60 projects that are set up by either teachers or students. Even when the project theme is set by teachers, it is not the teachers but the students themselves who find the activities necessary to solve the problems at hand.

Saki: Yes, and we are the members of the same project focusing on revitalizing a near-by community through renovating vacant houses. 

Ayame: I recall, this project was started from the idea of one old local man. He wanted to attract visitors to Kure City through using vacant houses for hostels. It was too difficult to carry out this plan by himself but some people, including our super teacher, Prof. Mitsui, were interested in his idea. They put his plan into action.

Mizuki: Yes, that was the start of our project! And we call this project the “Stone Steps House Project” because the old abandoned houses which we decided to renovate stand along a steep stairway. 

Saki: Woo! This is just an example of spreading sympathy!

Mizuki: Yes, Saki. But there is much more to follow. At first, we advertised our work around the Stone Steps House. Then we started to renovate one vacant house step by step, and we held some small events there too, right?

Saki: Oh, yes! Gradually, our activities expanded through the circle of sympathy we had developed. As we held one event after another, local people asked us to hold their events with them. We accepted the offers and held a big summer festival with them at our Stone Steps House this September. More than 1,500 people joined. Eventually, the event turned out to be successful and we could shed a strong light upon our activities.

Ayame: Yes yes, before that event, only a few people paid attention to this area where many old houses are located, but now, thanks to our activities, people started to pay attention to or even come to the area. This event became a big chance for promoting our activities. We were interviewed by Kure City, and our activities appeared in the city magazine this October. 

Mizuki: Exactly! Thanks to that summer festival, we could make an enormous circle of friends, both the young and the old. I think the number of likes is in direct proportion to the quantity of sympathy or support you can get for any activities you are doing. Increasing the number of the likes you have may lead to an expansion of your activities. The amount of likes that you get motivates you even more to realize your dreams.

Ayame: That shows a synergy, doesn’t it? The more sympathy we get, the more our activities expand. 

Saki: You have a point. 

Ayame: And in fact, this was achieved by expanding the circle of sympathy around just one person. Don’t you think, that if we use this principle, the possibility of realizing our dreams will increase dramatically?

Mizuki: If the theory should be true, our possibility would surely increase!

Ayame: The only thing is how to win the sympathy or obtain more clicks, the like button. Does anyone have an idea? 

Saki: I have! It is easy to get people’s attention if somebody famous clicks the like button for us. PIKO-TARO got attention from all over the world because Justin Bieber clicked his like button. 

Mizuki: But that is not really a realistic way to spread the word. 

Saki: I can’t agree with you more!

Ayame: I think it is important to earn the sympathy of people by having a strong will and doing things as hard as we can. You support dedicated athletes more energetically than lazy athletes, don’t you? And we also find it very important not to be self-satisfied.

Mizuki: That is to say, even with a small budget, we could realize our dreams as long as we have burning desire, right? 

Ayame: Yes! Let’s challenge whatever we want to try! 

Mizuki: I want to improve my cooking!

Saki: I want to ski with my foreign friends in my country someday!

Ayame: Amazing! And we are going to renovate the Stone Steps House even more and try to win as much sympathy as possible through working hard on our activities.

Mizuki: If you agree with what we have said in this presentation, let’s restart, reassess and create action plans on anything that you have given up on before. We Kosen students can do it because we have more free time than normal high school students. 

Saki: Yes, you can do it! You can do anything. If activities like these spread among Kosen students, newer and stronger relationships can be built. So, if we support and praise each other’s activities, we will achieve all of our goals. If this movement gets closer to its potential, Kosen will become a more attractive school. 

Don’t you agree? 

Ayame: Let’s start some activities now! 

Saki: Let’s win the sympathy!

All: It’s the best way to realize our dreams!

