Presentation Oita -　4 

Say “Hello!”
National Institute of Technology, Oita College
A: Aisatsu.
B: Its corresponding English word is “greeting”.
C: We often hear greeting is very important.
A: Yes, greeting is very important in many countries. It’s essential in a hierarchical society like Japan. But why is it so important?
B: In fact, as third graders, we came to question the importance of greetings because of a trend in our college.

C: Let us tell you about it in detail. At Oita Kosen, new students have to join an orientation tour soon after their entrance ceremony, so they can easily adjust themselves to their new Kosen life.
B: We also joined this tour when we were new students. Amazingly, in this orientation, not teachers but our senior students of the student council managed every program regarding how to spend a fulfilling student life.
A: We heard this kind of orientation was held for the first time in our school, and came to be known as the Oita System by other Kosens later.

C: I still remember our senior students saying that greeting is very important and forcing us to greet anyone around us again and again during the orientation.
B: Yes, me too. I was scared of their severe direction at that time. But, thanks to them, I was able to greet anyone without hesitation.
AC: Me, too!

B: But recently, things have changed in our college: our junior students, the first and second graders, are not willing to greet their senior students. At least half of them don’t greet us even when they pass us: so, we seniors feel that their attitudes are rude, and we are disappointed by their behavior.
A: Yes, it’s unbelievable! Junior students should greet their seniors! We were told to do so when we were new students.
C: Our senior students have the same feeling and they have got angry at them, too.
B: Then we began to wonder what had happened to our juniors; “Why don’t they greet their seniors?” We wanted to know the reason. So we surveyed our junior students through questionnaires, and finally we found out a few causes of this problem.
C: One of the causes was that in their orientation tour, they were not encouraged to greet so strongly by their senior students unlike our orientation. According to the questionnaire responses, about 35 % of the junior students answered that their seniors were kind to them! This can either be because the senior students were afraid of being disliked by the juniors or they didn’t want their juniors to have the same painful experience as they did. What a pity!
A: Another finding was that about 30% of the junior students had been told not to greet strangers by their parents. It can be because of recent random violence by dangerous people in our society. 
B: From the results of the survey, we also found out that more than 90% of the juniors think greeting is still important, but 45 % of them are very afraid of being neglected when they first greet their seniors.
C: We understood our survey results. But still then, we do want to say greeting is very important to have good relations with others, inside and outside our school. And we thought other Kosens might have the same problem.
A: Therefore, taking advantage of this presentation contest, we want to propose solutions to the following theme: namely, “How can people greet each other comfortably?”
B: We discussed it seriously, and then we found out two solutions. The first proposal is this: “Let’s greet before being greeted!”
   We realized that our fixed idea against greetings was wrong. We had thought greeting should be done first by juniors, not seniors. But this way of thinking will produce no good effects and this idea will be thought as conservative. 

C: Yes, that’s right. We often hear, “If you want to change others, you should change yourself first”.
A: Our next proposal is this: “Let’s send your message in words!” Even when your junior students don’t greet you, you may notice that they are kind-hearted when you actually talk with them. 
C: Yes, we have a proverb saying “Don’t judge a book by its cover.” Even if your juniors look rude, you should not judge them by your prejudice. If you want your juniors to greet you, you should convey your message in words! 
B: By the way, we have been encouraged to greet others since our childhood, but we have never had enough explanation about why greeting is so important.

C: That’s true, but I know the answer to this. Greeting can be used as a sign that you have no hostility. That’s why, people greet first when they want to make friends with others. So when you greet and the other person greets you back, it means that both of you have no hostility and can become friends, not enemies.
A: Talking of hostility, I’ve heard shaking hands in the Western countries and bowing in Asian countries each show that you have no hostility to others.
C: Really? How come?

A: Well, when you shake hands with the other person with your dominant hand, it means that you have no weapons in your hand, which also means that you have no hostility.
B: I see! Then, what about bowing?

A: It means the same. According to one of our teachers, when you bow, you will show the back of your head, the most fragile part of your body. So bowing is to send a message like “If you don’t believe me, you can strike my most fragile part and injure me easily.”
BC: Wow! 
C: That’s so interesting! It sounds believable!
B: One more interesting story about greetings. I hear personnel managers of a company visiting a school tend to evaluate the school by two specific criteria: whether or not the toilet is clean; and the other is whether or not students at the school greet visitors like themselves.

A: Do you know why? It’s because they believe there is no bad person among people who greet others. Greetings are such basic manners needed in our society. And Kosen students, future engineers, should also realize the importance of greeting to work well with people outside of Japan. 
B: We can use the power of greetings to make human relationships run smoothly and start new relationships with other countries.
C: Greetings are the first door to meeting and becoming friendly and even working well with others on the world stage – let’s show the true spirit of greeting! 
B: Now everyone, you can make friends with many more people in the world with just five letters!
ABC: H-E-L-L-O!  Say “Hello!”  Thank you.
