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Father’s Back
Tabata Shinya (National Institute of Technology, Nara College)
Do you remember when you were piggybacked on your big father’s back in childhood? I would like to discuss two types of father’s back. The first is big and known by everyone. We can touch it and see it. The second type of father’s back is not seen and cannot be touched. However, we can feel something big from it. Now, let me explain what I mean by ‘two types of father’s back’.
 The first father’s back is known by us all. It is big and can be touched. When I was a child, I played on my father’s back, punching it, kicking it and riding on it. I sometimes jumped on my father’s back and cried. I didn’t know why, but touching it made me very comfortable. When I see a child sleeping on his or her father’s back, I am reminded of my childhood. Shaking from side to side when my father walked slowly, big hands supporting my body to stop me from slipping off, and the warm body of my father – I can recall all of these memories very clearly. A father’s back has a big power and we will never feel these experiences again because we have grown up. But we will probably never forget these childhood experiences.

I think the first type of father’s back can only be touched by children. As they grow up, they are affected positively by its power. But once they have grown up, they leave it behind. 

The second type of father’s back cannot be seen or touched directly, but rather is felt once we have grown up. We can feel something big from it, as if from an aura. It represents the appearance of our father who strives every day for his family. And everyone who feels it will be fascinated. Children respect their father when they see it. Now I would like to talk about my own personal experience of this second type of father’s back. 

 It happened this summer at my dormitory festival. A festival is held in the dormitory where I live every summer, and a lot of children come to it. At this summer dormitory festival I felt the power that the father’s back has for one family. 

 While I was standing near the entrance gate, a very big old car came to a parking area. I looked at the car and wondered what kind of person would get out of it. A father and three children got out. Then the father pointed toward the venue of the dormitory festival and said, “Let’s go!” The children ran to the dormitory festival, their faces smiling. The father followed them. At that moment, I felt something powerful from the view of that father’s back. It reflected a father who strives every day for his family, and gives off the dignity of his role as a father. The power of something big, that is, the father’s back, could attract people. After seeing this incident, I recalled the memory that as a child I often imitated my father’s work and liked to be near him. Seeing my father’s back when he was working always made a big impression. Something held me fascinated, and gave my father particular dignity. I was always attracted to it. My opinion has not changed even now. I think the something big to which I refer indicates his scale both as a father and the man. We can feel this father’s back naturally, like an aura. 

To sum up, the first father’s back can be literally felt only by children; the second father’s back can be felt only after children have grown up.

 Some days ago, after my father took a bath, I had a chance to see his back again after five years away from home in a dormitory. I felt close to tears. My father’s back was very different from the one I remembered from childhood. It had become very small; too small for me to ride on. Apparently, my back was now bigger than my father’s. Then, I realized how much I had grown. However, my back only exceeded the physical back - the first father’s back. The second father’s back that I have been speaking about seemed to become bigger. Then I realised that I may never be able to exceed my father’s back, no matter how hard I try. My father’s back might make me feel how much I have grown, but it also shows me his dignity as a father. I think this is what we call, “the” father’s back. In the future, I should put something big on my back and show it to my own child.
