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Today, I want to tell you what “serendipity” is. Serendipity means the ability to catch unexpected luck or chances. The Three Princes of Serendip, the famous fairy tale is the origin of the word “serendipity”. Do you know the story? 
There were three princes in a country called Serendip. One day, they went for a trip to become respectable kings. They exhibited profound insight and solved some problems on the trip. Here is an example of their discoveries. The princes met a man who was looking for his missing camel. They couldn’t see his camel, but they correctly inferred that it was blind in its right eye. Upon hearing this, the man thought that they had stolen his camel, and handed them in to the emperor for punishment. Then they explained how they had guessed this characteristic of his camel. They deduced that the camel was blind in its right eye because only the left side of the grass on the way had been eaten. After the trip, they all became wise kings, and governed three different countries.
This is the origin of the word “serendipity” and it’s an ability we all have. When we are looking for one thing, we sometimes find something worthwhile that is different from the thing we were seeking for. The ability to do this is serendipity. I think serendipity is the key to making our lives wonderful. Let me tell you my experience about serendipity.

When I was a 4th year student of KOSEN, I was being unable to decide whether I should apply for internship in a college, or in a company. Finally I chose a college internship because the description of its internship program looked exciting for me. In this internship I learned a lot about programming and data-mining. All activities on the internship were much more interesting than any training in KOSEN. After that, I received an unexpected e-mail. It was from the professor who took care of me in the internship and it said, “I’m glad that you’re interested in the theme of this internship, data-mining. Would you like to research on data-mining with me?” I was surprised, and it was difficult to decide how to answer it. But, finally, I replied, “Yes, I’d be happy to.” because I was really interested in data-mining. After this, I studied hard, programmed, and experimented many times. Consequently, I discovered that the results showed some tendencies. When the professor got my report, he said, “You should present these results at the conference.”

At the conference, I presented my research, and listened to many other participants’ presentations. Through this experience, I realized that I strongly wanted to research on a versatile theme, even if it wasn’t showy. Furthermore, I discovered people I could respect from my heart. I learned a lot in the conference, and I enjoyed it. By listening to the presentation on the last day of the conference, I learned the word “serendipity.” Then I understood. While searching for the skills necessary for me to go out into the world through an internship, I found the research I was interested in and people I could respect. Serendipity had truly blessed me with some amazing gifts.
Serendipity has played an important role not only in my personal experience, but also in great scientific discoveries. As most of you know, electric current forms a magnetic field. This was discovered by a Danish physicist, Hans Christian Oersted. Actually, his discovery was also made through serendipity.

One day in 1820, Prof. Oersted was experimenting during his lecture and applying electrical current to the experiment. Then, he was surprised to see a compass nearby deflecting. He had unintentionally put a compass near the experimental device. It just seemed to be accidental. However, he had researched on the relationship between electricity and magnetism for several years, and he had wanted to find the evidence of this relationship. At last, he was able to prove it through this experiment. This is the most famous episode of serendipity at work. Besides this, other inventions such as the microwave oven and dynamite were also made through serendipity.
Listening to my speech so far, you might be thinking “Is serendipity just luck?” But there is no doubt that the answer is “No.” Serendipity is an ability that we all share. It can give us the amazing gift of finding valuable things not looked for. As I already told you, I found my research topic and respectable advisors through the unexpected internship experience and my participation in the conference. Now, you may have a question. “How can we utilize our own serendipity?” For the first step, simply try to do something you like. Follow your interests. Then, someday serendipity may bring you something immeasurable. Why don’t you enjoy a wonderful life by utilizing serendipity? 
Thank you for your listening.
