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Clean water – a right, not a privilege
Iizuka Tomoya (Salesian Polytechnic)
In Japan, we are very privileged. Japan is the third largest economy in the world. We live in nice houses, get a good education and generally enjoy a good standard of living. We tend to take many things for granted. However, a large percentage of the world’s population is not so lucky. For example, in many countries people do not even have access to clean water. 

In Africa, many people find it hard to get enough water. They often have to walk long distances every day to get water for their families and that water is often not clean. One third of the people in the world do not have a toilet and 750 million do not have access to clean water. According to the United Nations, 5,000 children a day die from the effects of dirty water. The water problem is one of the biggest challenges facing our world today. All humans need food and water to survive.

Imagine if suddenly all access to clean water simply disappeared from your life. How long do you think you could survive? Without food, humans can live for 40 days. But without water, humans can only last a week. Can you imagine having to live in a country without clean water? If you think you couldn’t survive in such a country, don’t you think we should do something to help those who, at this very moment, are stuck in that difficult situation? As kosen students, is there something we can do about it?

Japan is playing its part. The latest Japanese technology can help to solve this serious problem. A very important development has been the building of “desalination plants” by Japanese companies. 

A desalination plant is a plant that refines seawater into freshwater that is drinkable. In fact, Hitachi Zosen is at the forefront of this technology and has developed the “Multi Flush System”. This system is made up of many powerful machines that refine seawater and leave the water clean, fresh and safe to drink. It can refine about 75 thousand cubic meters per a day. That is equivalent to 37,500 two-liter plastic bottles. The system is already very reliable and improvements are being made all the time. There is hope that the system can become ubiquitous in poorer countries. 
I am proud of the fact that Japanese companies are at the forefront of providing technology to desalinize seawater and make otherwise unsafe water safe for human consumption. In the future it could help to avert disastrous situations caused by water shortages like the ones we are seeing all over the world. The drive for the worldwide construction of desalination plants could play a vital part in the fight to save and improve the lives of so many people. 
It really has become a hot topic with many world leaders getting involved, including our own Crown Prince Naruhito. Last November, he gave a speech on water at the United Nations in New York. He was attending a conference on water, disasters and sanitation. Prince Naruhito is known to take a very keen interest in issues relating to water resources. It’s a positive development that so many leaders are taking an interest in trying to find solutions for the problems connected with the lack of water. There are a lot of young people here today. Wouldn’t it be great if we could harness the power and energy of young people to help drive the improvement in many poorer countries that don’t have access to enough clean water?
There is nothing wrong with living a privileged life. However, such a life carries with it responsibilities. We should strive to support those who are not as lucky as us and help them to achieve a better life. We, as kosen students, should use our knowledge for the betterment of not just our own people but also people in all countries. 

Safe water, hygiene and sanitation are human rights. They shouldn’t be regarded as privileges. I hope problems caused by unsafe water will soon be a thing of the past.

