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Let’s Go Vote for Our Future
Oka Sayuki (National Institute of Technology, Asahikawa College)
In June last summer, an important revision to the election law, which is highly relevant to us Kosen students, was passed at the National Diet here in Japan.  In other words, the minimum voting age in Japan has been lowered from 20 to 18.

How is this revision relevant to Kosen students?  Under the current voting system, a small number of Kosen students who have turned 20 before the election can vote.  With the revision of the Public Offices Election Law, more than half of the entire Kosen students will be eligible for the Upper House election this summer.  Furthermore, in the entire nation, the number of qualified voters will increase by 2.4 million.  Your vote is one small single vote, but it will eventually lead to the determination of the assembly in our municipality, the governor, the members of the Diet, and the Prime Minister.  We Kosen students must take each of our votes into serious consideration as we will be supporting the future democracy.
The voting rate of people in their twenties in the last national election two years ago was only 32.5 %.  That means as many as two-thirds of qualified young voters abandoned their responsibility to vote, and did not show their will.

Actually, as a person in the same generation, I’m worried about casting a vote.  My worry partly comes from the fact that I haven’t really learned about political parties or politicians in Japan.  What I know at most are the names of parties and politicians that are often mentioned in the mass media such as TV or the Internet.  And I will cast a vote for the first time this year!  Well, there should be more people like me.  So I’m concerned: “Will the youth really be able to elect the right politicians who are going to steer our nation in the right direction?”  My worry also comes from the fact that the current politics in Japan is party-oriented instead of citizen-oriented.  The politicians’ priority is not people’s voices but the party’s decisions.
When I was in the United States in 2012 as an exchange student, I realized how important American people think of choosing their own leaders, at school or at home.  Most of the students at the high school where I studied kept serious debates on the midterm election for the president.  They also had a mock election at school on the election day.  At home, parents talk about politics with their children, who are yet to go to the polling station.  So, children have enough opportunities to learn how the election system works when they are still small.  I myself talked about the two candidates with my host parents while home-staying, though I rarely talk about politics with my own family.  I realized that, in this way, American people think of their own future and their country.
Although I had such a valuable experience in the U.S., I’m afraid that I haven’t tried enough to understand the Japanese elections since I came back.  However, my way of thinking of elections is changing as there have been many actions taking place for the future elections all over Japan.  For example, I have seen a lot of special news coverage on “18-year-old voters.”  Also, since last October, supplementary material has been distributed to high school students by the board of education in each municipality so that they can learn about politics and elections.  Moreover, some high schools have already tried a mock election, too.  Now I hope these actions will help my concerns be eased.  I really wish the young people will realize that their votes are going to show their will.  Then the politicians will come to hear their voices more, and the voices will lead to the priority to form the community and the country.
Now I really wish that Kosen students will also change their mind like me.  Through lectures, exercises, and practices in each department, we Kosen students have been trained from the first year so that we can state our opinions in class and write thorough considerations.  If we already have such experience, each of us should be a voter with a solid opinion on Japanese politics, too.  We should come to have more interest in politicians and the social systems by ourselves.  Then, we will surely have many opportunities where we state our own opinions on politics.
Because of the revision of the law, many of us Kosen students have been given the right to elect our leaders, which is, at the same time, the responsibility to elect our leaders as a citizen.  You cannot have an excuse to turn away from your responsibility by saying, “I don’t know about politics very much,” or “I’m not interested in what politicians are doing.”  Your responsibility is to elect a candidate who is close to your way of thinking, as well as to try to understand how candidates are working on their policies.

Whether you are still a student, whether you are still a minor, to have the right to vote means to have the right even for revising the Constitution.  Our enriched life is supported by our votes in this democratic society.  While there is still time for the next national election, let’s think about our own votes as Kosen students and as Japanese citizens.  Let’s get rid of our indifference to politics and ease our concerns about politics.

Our future starts with your single vote.
