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Do You Want to Repeat the Same Grade?
Akizuki Takumi (National Institute of Technology, Oita College)
My name is AKIZUKI Takumi and I’m now in the second grade. Two years ago, I joined this English presentation contest held in this room. Hang on! “Two years ago I joined this presentation contest and I’m now in the second grade?!” What can that mean? Yes I repeated the same grade, the very first grade!

In our Kosen, you have to repeat the first grade if you violate one of three rules: attending two-thirds or more of the required school days; completing the Special Activity Course; and getting more than 25 credits out of 35. I violated the last rule by only getting 22 credits. 

The subjects I failed were Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, and special subjects such as Programming Processing and Engineering Experiments. Now, you must be yelling in your mind, “Unbelievable! Is there any Kosen student who is actually bad at science and engineering?”

To be honest, in my junior high days, I was better at arts and humanities subjects, like English, Japanese, and social studies. Then, why did such an arts student want to study at Kosen? There were a few reasons. My first priority for choosing Kosen was that the rate of employment in Kosen was very high. Secondly, I wanted to experience a college-like campus life as early as possible. And of course, I could ride a motor-bike to school every day. 

Furthermore, I originally got high marks on tests just by cramming overnight, even for science-related subjects in junior high. So I was sure of being able to keep up at Kosen. Such an irresponsible way of studying spoiled me a lot. Even after I entered Kosen, I continued to cram overnight for tests, and this arrogant attitude caused me to repeat the same grade. I felt I was such a disgusting, shameless human being. 

Repeating the same grade caused not only me but also my parents to bear heavy burdens both mentally and financially. My parents had to earn one more years’ worth of money for both tuition and my living expenses.

Now, here is a question for you. How much do you think it costs to repeat the same grade? Three choices; No. 1: \100,000; No. 2: \1,000,000; and No. 3: \10,000,000. The answer is… No. 3! Can you believe it?! Let me explain why. Repeating the same grade means that you will get a job at least one year later than your original classmates. And that means you will reach your retirement age at least one year earlier. Then, the total income you earn in your life will be decreased. The total amount of lost money is said to be about 10,000,000 yen.
I still remember the awkward, awful atmosphere back home when I was “sentenced” to repeating the same grade. My father and mother were too shocked to utter a single word. The only words they managed to give out of their mouths were: “All the money we’ve paid for you was in vain!” Their sad faces made me feel so ashamed of what I had done.

Moreover, repeating the same grade has brought down my status on campus. All the teachers seem to cast their gaze at me all the time as if I were a student who neglects studying. And former classmates seem to enjoy making fun of me, as if I were a loser. But it’s no use complaining, because this is the result that I brought about from my own behaviors.
However, there ARE a few benefits for repeating the same grade. I repeated the first grade, which means that my new classmates didn’t know at all that I’m their senior. Therefore, I got along with my new classmates easily and naturally as if I were a new student, and doubled the number of classmates. Even after my secret came to light, I became a mini-celebrity.

One more thing: I can enjoy doing club activities, school festivals, and other events one more year than before!  Also, when I have a job interview in the future, I’ll try using such a persuasive phrase like: “I had a valuable experience of repeating the same grade that no other ordinary students can have, and because of it, I lived a more fulfilling school life.”

Now everyone, how do you feel about my story? Of course, I don’t mean to say that repeating the same grade is a good thing. Nonetheless, I’d like to say to you that it has changed my way of thinking toward my life and family in a positive way. I may lose 10,000,000 yen out of my entire income due to this, but I think I’ve learned a valuable life lesson, which will be worth much more than any amount of money.

I will not repeat the same grade again, I hope…; and I will try to live a good life even if I take the long way from now. We have a special proverb saying “Haste makes waste”. This is the motto that I’m trying to live by from now on. 

Thank you for your attention.
