Speech Kure-　2 

Don’t Miss Your Chances! Let’s Live Our Own Lives!

Inoue Saki (National Institute of Technology, Kure College)
Do you have confidence in yourself?

   When I was the president of the student council in my junior high school, I always worried about what other people thought of me. I always chose the safer way to prevent others from complaining. Why? Because I didn’t have confidence in myself, I was afraid of making mistakes or being hated by others.

   After graduating from junior high school, I left my hometown in Shimane to enter Kure National College of Technology. I wanted to see what I could. During the summer vacation two years ago, I went to Maui in Hawaii to take part in an English training program. It was the first time for me to go abroad. At first I respected my senior friends’ feelings in the program. Because I was the youngest, I thought a junior student shouldn’t stand out. I always wanted to speak English positively, but actually I couldn’t. One day one of the senior friends who was staying home together with me was sobbing. She seemed to be depressed because she couldn’t express herself in English very well. I wondered if I spoke too much so that she couldn’t speak well. It might not have been my fault, but tears trickled down my cheeks. Just then my host mother said to me, “Saki, you don’t have to censure yourself. You are younger than her. You should have confidence.” Another senior friend also said, “Just be yourself, Saki. You should enjoy your days in Maui!” Their words shocked me but encouraged me very much. I found that I didn’t have to worry about others too much. And I also found that I should have confidence. That incident became a crossroads in my life. From the next day I behaved more positively than ever before. And the other friends accepted my positive way, so I could really enjoy the remaining program.

  I certainly feel that I have changed a lot after coming back from Maui. Though going abroad was the biggest challenge for me, I really could enjoy the program after all. Since then I have become more positive in any situation and I'm not afraid to tell others my opinions clearly. This is a big change, isn’t it? My way of thinking has also changed. Recently I began to regret missing opportunities while I was growing up!

  In Japanese, there are two well-known words, “kenson” and “enryo”. Usually we Japanese people think “kenson” or “enryo” is a traditional virtue and an aspect of beautiful Japanese culture. But I wonder if this culture might give a negative influence on the Japanese people. I heard that the Japanese word “dekiru” was very different from the English word “can”. According to dictionaries “dekiru” is equal to “can”. But I feel “can” people show more confidence than “dekiru” people do. Don’t you think it is caused by the Japanese “kenson” culture? We Japanese might miss many chances because of “kenson” or “enryo”. Japanese technologies and skills have won a high reputation around the world. We Japanese people should have much more confidence over our skills or our ways of living. Missing opportunities because of “enryo” is a huge waste, isn’t it? I believe that we can be much more active in the world if we just cut down “kenson” or “enryo” and just have a little more confidence in ourselves. 

   I major in architecture at my school. And I want to be a global engineer who can make someone happy in the future. It may be not so easy to change the traditional culture. But I don’t want to miss the precious chances to realize my full potential. So I will keep taking on challenges positively and stop doing “enryo”. I am saying goodbye to my old self who had no confidence, was always afraid of making mistakes, and was always worrying about others’ reactions. I will make my view much bigger and go on believing in myself.


