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What is an Education?
MATSUMOTO TAIGA (National Institute of Technology Japan, Kagawa College, Takuma Campus)
Have you ever heard about a girl named Malala Yousafzai? She is an energetic eighteen-year-old girl. I learned about her after I read two books last fall. The titles of those books were “Malala” and “Please give me a book rather than a weapon”. I read those books and started to think about what an education is and should be like. At the same time, I began to seriously consider things that I should do and what I can do.

Malala has appealed to change her society into which everyone can receive an education without sexual discrimination. She received the Nobel Peace Prize in 2014 because she continued to appeal against the discrimination of women although she was assaulted with a machine-gun and seriously injured. Her effort will not cease until the war ends and everyone can get enough education. I would like to support her activity from the very bottom of my heart.

 She was born and brought up in Pakistan. At that time when she was born, children’s cheerful voices were heard throughout her town and women were able to enjoy shopping. However, a war began between the Pakistani government and an Islamic movement a few years ago, and since then people have been forced to obey the many strict rules of Islamic extremists. Pakistanis can only do a limited number of things in their life. Above all, the rule of women is too strict and curtailed. However, no one can object to what the extremists have imposed. If they do, people are severely punished or killed. Malala rose up in such a situation. She has continued to complain to the Islamic movement especially about the education of girls. We can understand how great but dangerous her actions are. I can hardly believe that right now, in another part of the world there is a girl who is the same age as me who is fighting against such tough odds.

 In Japan, after graduating from a junior high school, we are able to work. However, most students choose to go to high school, because it is expected in Japan.  Attending class, sitting there and taking notes is our job. But let's look at ourselves. Some students, including myself, often say, “I’m tired”, “I’m sleepy” or “It’s boring.” Then we stop listening and just sleep in our chair. Our only concern is just about the exam scores and our final grades. 

Conversely, in Pakistan, students understand what they have to do now to do well in their society in the future. They always listen to what the teacher says carefully. Moreover, they discuss topics like politics even during break time. Pakistani children have strong opinions and share them with their friends. They appreciate that they can receive an education. Malala is among them and in her book, she says “I will become a politician and I want to build a society in which everyone can receive an education!” 

What is an education? Is it only obtaining knowledge and skills? The amount of knowledge you can master is multiplied a lot by your motivation and action. All over the world, there are people who can’t get adequate education like girls in Pakistan. There are people who can’t even read because they were forbidden to go to school. In reality, Malala’s mother was one of them. If she had learned to read, her life might have been changed, and also Malar’s life would also have been changed for the better. 

 Between Japan and Pakistan, education, social conditions and the range of activities that people can do are so different. Attitudes and motivation of students toward studying are different between two countries. Don’t you think it’s wasteful to spoil the chances that we have in front of us? We should consider what we can do and what we have to do. Especially because we are KOSEN students, we study in a school, which was established by the government. That means we are supported by Japanese peoples tax money. Therefore, I think we cannot skip or sleep in class. We must appreciate that we are able to study in a comfortable environment. It is so important for us to take advantage of this opportunity and actively absorb knowledge without setting limits on ourselves. We can definitely say that ‘an education’ is something priceless.
