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     Hello everyone.

     What do you associate with Kagawa Prefecture? I'm pretty sure that the first thing that comes to mind would be Udon. Some people may think of famous sight-seeing places, such as Konpira Shrine and Ritsurin garden.

Kagawa has other features as well. Did you know that Kagawa people are good at saving money? They have one of the highest household savings rates in Japan.　

     On the other hand, Kagawa has a very infamous characteristic. That is, Kagawa's traffic accident and fatality rates are the worst in Japan. The number of traffic accidents can reach as many as ten thousand cases a year. 
     Why do traffic accidents in Kagawa occur so frequently? I took a questionnaire on Kagawa people’s driving manners from drivers who came from other prefectures. In the questionnaire, 13 out of 15 people answered that the driving manners in Kagawa were worse than those in their hometowns. Also, according to the data I found on the internet, Kagawa's seat belt use rate was lower than areas with low accident rates. From what I learned, I had a strong impression that many Kagawa drivers tend to be less aware of the importance of following traffic rules and drive aggressively. 

     How can we reduce traffic accidents, then? I'd like to suggest two types of ideas here. The first one is about improving Kagawa people's driving manners. The second one is developing technology for preventing traffic accidents.

     First, I'd like to discuss some measures for improving driving manners in Kagawa. 

One of my ideas is to introduce a system that gives drivers the option to choose community service instead of a fine when they violate traffic rules. If guilty drivers were allowed to perform community service aimed towards preventing traffic accidents to avoid the fine, many of them might choose this option. It would force them to promote safe driving in the real world. I think that this idea might be especially effective to money-conscious Kagawa people who hate spending their money for no return.

     Another idea is encouraging Kagawa drivers to eat more vegetables. It is known that Kagawa people do not consume a good amount of vegetables, eating too much Udon. A lack of vegetables may cause symptoms such as irritation and insomnia, which may affect the psychological state of drivers. We may not see immediate effects, but making Kagawa people pick up the habit of consuming an adequate amount of vegetables may shift their frame of mind and may lead to the improvement of their driving manners in the long run. 

     As for the second means, namely, making use of technological developments, I find the following two ideas promising. The first idea is developing automatic driving cars. The second idea is promoting a wider use of an insurance system called Insurance Telematics.

     Research on the automatic driving cars has been advancing quite rapidly. The government is aiming for putting it to use on the main-line expressways by 2020.

Before the automatic driving system comes into our daily life, it has issues to work out, such as setting new rules for identifying the responsibility of accidents. However, it has the potential to reduce traffic accidents dramatically once it is put into effect.

     The second idea, Insurance Telematics has already been put into practice in some countries. Telematics is a system that provides real-time driving information by connecting telecommunication systems to high-tech devices mounted in the car, such as a driving recorder and car navigation system.
     Insurance Telematics is an auto insurance system that utilizes the technology of telematics. In the system of Insurance Telematics, a driver's behavior is closely monitored by recording data such as mileage and driving patterns of the driver. The collected data are sent to the insurance company via the internet. The insurance company then analyzes the data and assesses the likelihood of car accidents. Based on the assessment, they decide how much they are going to charge to the driver. I think that the system of Insurance Telematics has the potential to strongly motivate Kagawa people to drive carefully because it is based on the principle that the more safely they drive, the more money they could save.
     There is no doubt that technology will play a more important role in reducing traffic accidents in the future. However, I don't think it's possible to eliminate traffic accidents completely by relying only on developing technology. On the other hand, creating a society with no traffic accidents only by means of people's awareness of safe driving is not easy either because we humans are error prone. I think that a drastic drop in traffic accidents is possible only when we achieve both maximum awareness of safe driving in our society and the development of advanced technology.

     Through this speech, I had an opportunity, as a person living in Kagawa, to think about how to reduce traffic accidents that have been a big problem in Kagawa. Rooting out the problems of traffic accidents is an important issue to deal with not only for Kagawa but also for the entire country and the whole world. As a future engineer, I'd like to be involved in the further development of technology to reduce traffic accidents. And hopefully, I would like to see someday people say that the traffic accident rate in Kagawa is lower than any other areas in Japan.
