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What do you live for now? I’m living for my dream. Having a dream gives your life purpose and direction, and it gives you the confidence to move onto other dreams. I believe that one should dream big. I think a big dream lies beyond your limits, and even if your dream is seemingly unrealistic, there is always the possibility that it will come true.

My dream is to become an astronaut. Will I be able to do it? Yes, I believe I can, because having the dream motivates me and gives me the power I need for it to come true. Today I want to talk about that power, the power of having a dream.

My first encounter with the world of space was when I was in the 3rd grade of elementary school. I found a picture book about black holes. I learned that black holes are not holes but a place in space where gravity pulls so much that even light cannot get out. I was absolutely amazed to learn that, and this one small experience was enough for me to become completely absorbed in the world of space.

My dream includes finding a planet where human life can be sustained: a second earth. Humans might not be able to live on the earth forever. Right now there are already plans to find another suitable planet for humans to live on. One of those plans is the manned Mars Exploration Program. It is a mission to send the first humans to Mars. I want to be assigned to that mission, so that I can be a “Mars Walker”, one of those who step on Mars as the first of humankind. I want to breathe in Mars’s air, feel its sand beneath my feet, and see its spectacular landscapes with my own eyes.
My strong desire to become an astronaut has already resulted in me constantly thinking about the future. For example, I’m a student at Yonago National College of Technology. Most of an astronaut’s work is comprised of research. The College of Technology, however, is not aimed at producing researchers, but engineers. It’s a slightly different direction. I believe that an astronaut with an engineering background is as useful as one who has a research background. Engineers understand science and technology very well, and they know how things are made, including a space shuttle! So, they bring indispensable knowledge and skills to a team who will engage in space missions. I want to be an astronaut like that. That’s why I’m a student at the College of Technology.

But, for an astronaut, being a student at a college is not enough. In order to be proactive in my own learning, I took part in a contest called CANSAT. I entered the contest by myself so that I can struggle and learn to solve problems on my own. ‘CAN’ is short for an empty can, and ‘SAT’ is for satellite. So, entering the contest involves making a satellite the size of a can. It is exciting to start, but hard to finish. I had to gather all kinds of information, create a ‘mission’ from scratch, design a system that works but is small enough to fit into a can, and program all the software. I learned so many different things. When I struggled I was lucky to have teachers I could ask for advice. I was very grateful for their help. My satellite won two prizes at the contest. I was very happy, not only because I won a prize, but because I know this contest was a small but very valuable step in the direction of becoming an astronaut. 

All my motivation and energy comes from having a dream. If I didn’t have a dream, I wouldn’t study as hard, and I wouldn’t even consider doing and learning from the things I have done so far. Having a dream makes our lives happy, full and challenging. Growing as a person and realizing the dream happens at the same time, it is one process, and so it defines and directs our lives. This is the power of having a dream.

I will be on TV one day. The headline will say, “The birth of the Mars Walker: Japanese astronaut walks on Mars” And my reply will be, “The power of having a dream since elementary school is what made it possible for me to be here today.” After coming back to earth, I will tell children, “Have a dream, a big dream. If you believe that, you can become anything.”

