Speech Oyama-　1 

Our Lives Are as Infinite and Beautiful as the Universe
EGAWA Natsuko (National Institute of Technology, Oyama College)
People say our destiny has been determined before we are born. But is this totally correct? Human beings have grown up overcoming difficulties or failures. Even if they make a kind of detour, it must have deep meanings and lead us to a bright prospect. Perhaps, by the grace of God, we are learning such significant things in our lives.
When I remember my situation one year ago, I realize I was a spoiled and weak-minded girl. My life has changed by studying abroad. I used to be dependent on my parents and worry about what other people thought of me. Insecurity dominated me and I had no confidence in myself.
However, the experience of studying in Canada was a turning point in my life. Leaving home and starting my life in the mosaic culture filled a 16 year-old girl with curiosity and excitement. When I went outside, I was mesmerized by spectacle of which I could not see in Japan. The Chinatown was crowded with pedestrians, the metropolis suggests the near future, and the strong presence of immigrants. Everybody seemed to respect different cultures. I was impressed with the vastness of the world. Furthermore, I had many opportunities to communicate with various races, and it allowed me to know something about different cultures. I tried hard with pride to tell them in English what Japanese people are really like, and I think it worked. Cross cultural exchange was like a beam of light in my closed heart. I felt so lucky to experience such wonderful things in my youth.

But my life in Canada was not so easy. I stayed with a Korean family there. One day, I argued with them about lifestyle differences between us. I never thought I would have such experience that it really shocked me. At school, some Japanese students were hard on me. I felt disappointed, but I never gave up. No matter how much they criticized me, nothing could shake my faith. I overcame difficulties and made many friends. It made me think about the importance of mutual understanding.

Fortunately, I met someone, who I felt was destined to become my best friend. Her name is Phoung. She is from Vietnam and 10 years older than me. She is sensible and warm-hearted, and cherished me as a real younger sister. On Christmas Day, my host mother told me to go out and the only person that helped me was my sister Phoung. She asked me to have dinner at a restaurant and we went shopping together. Finally, she suggested to me that I should stay at her house for one night. I was extremely impressed by her kindness and started to cry. Then she gave me a warm hug and encouraging words, “I’m always on your side.” We talked until midnight and spent a fabulous Christmas together. She helped me in many ways. I owe her what I am now. We have a strong relationship beyond any words. I feel as if we might have known each other before we were born. Although we are oceans apart now, we are soul mates and sharing the same time. She is my greatest sister forever!

Life is absolutely complicated and unexpected, and every time we stand at a crossroad, we have to make a choice, but it sometimes leads us to a fateful encounter which cannot be defined by scientific methods. We have a Japanese proverb “Ichigo Ichie,” which means “you should treasure every encounter, for it will never recur.” As the proverb says, every encounter might have much more important and deeper meanings than we have initially expected.

In each person's life, there is a turning point; a time to change and perhaps look at a different direction.　So whenever the chance comes around, don't miss it. Always turn to your strength. We are infinite and have a massive potentiality in the limitless universe.
