The Council of College English Teachers
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@ Kitakyushu National College of Technology has their 1st- through 3rd-year students take TOEIC Bridge
twice a year, and 4th-year students TOEIC in October. In December our school also holds an annual
English vocabulary test using COCET 3300 Word Book for all the students from 1st year through 5th year.
How is it made possible for us to administer these large-scaled tests regularly, involving all professors and
office staff on campus? We would like to share our way of doing it with the assembly.
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@ Creating a systematic and consistent English curriculum can present challenges, especially when faced
with limited resources and a changing perspective on students’ educational needs. From 2002, the
advanced course meant that additional classes were added to the curriculum while new content for
English classes for 4th and 5th year students led to changes in syllabi. At the same time, two or even three
teachers were teaching the same subject. Achieving consistency became an additional task for the staff
member in charge of the course, requiring good communication and planning. Through these efforts,
horizontal integration was achieved, but the English Department was aware of inconsistencies in the
overall course of study offered from year 1 through to year 7. In late 2007, a concerted effort was made to
achieve vertical integration by rationalizing the content of courses. Thirteen basic components were



identified and divided across the courses offered in each year. Objectives were set for each year and where
possible, the means of measuring progress were identified. This progress towards horizontal and vertical
integration has simplified resource allocation. Also, we believe that the consensus achieved is a positive
step towards improving the standard of English teaching in the school.
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® The popularity of the online content management system, Moodle, is gradually catching on throughout
the English teaching community in Japan. Informal observations suggest that the most commonly utilized
activity modules among Moodle users teaching English in Japan include forums, glossaries, and quizzes.
However, methods of applying these modules to language instruction differ widely from teacher to teacher
and from one classroom context to another. Moodle gives teachers a cost effective, multilingual, and
adaptable means of giving large numbers of students more individualized attention, immediate feedback,
and an ongoing understanding of their performance. Therefore, students who want to learn English truly
appreciate the highly personalized applications of Moodle. For that reason, the presenters believe that
Moodle provides a pedagogically sound means of instruction. Therefore, the presenters plan to share their
dos, don’ts, caveats, and options for a variety of activities designed on Moodle for English language
instruction. These activities include, but are not limited to: Forums, student-generated glossaries,
intensive reading, extensive reading, and vocabulary quizzes. At the end of the presentation, the floor will
open for questions and answers; and, the audience will be encouraged to share their own experiences with
Moodle as a teaching tool for technical college English classes.
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(@ Google is best-known throughout the world for its search engine and financial success. In fact, the word
“google” has even become part of the English lexicon. Recently, the company has broadened its product
base to include applications for video (YouTube) and satellite imagery (Google Earth). However, it is its
line-up of free, easy-to-use online applications such as Google Docs, Blogger and G-Maps which is of the
greatest benefit for educational use. This presentation will unlock the potential of Google by showing
real-life examples that have been proven effective in the classroom. Focus will be on the concept of
co-APP-eration, in which two or more applications are used in unison to produce an effective, enjoyable
learning environment.
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© Despite demands from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT) and
the Japan Accreditation Board for Engineering Education (JABEE) for English education to be practical
and communicative, many MEXT-approved textbooks only acknowledge these aims in a superficial
manner. In April 2006, the English teachers at the presenter’s college responded to this predicament by
introducing two new textbook courses into their curriculum that were not officially approved by MEXT: On
the Go/Move and New Cutting Edge (Elementary). The teachers did so in an attempt to try to compensate
for the lack of practical and communicative resources and to better prepare students for the TOEIC Test.
Unlike MEXT-approved textbooks, these two books have been developed by a UK-based publisher and
neither course is specifically aimed at Japanese users. However, using data from semi-structured
interviews and a questionnaire, this presentation elaborates on the difficulties and advantages that were
perceived by the Japanese teachers of English who used these texts. From April 2008, New Cutting Edge
has been replaced at the presenter’s school, but the On the Go/Move course has continued. The insights
from this qualitative and investigative study should be useful for colleges that are considering replacing
their MEXT-approved course-books.
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@ Using English to communicate personal opinions, trying to get a good grade on an assignment, and
competing in a contest are all potentially motivating factors for students (Dérnyei, 2001). At Tsuyama
Kosen, we have created a Speech Contest for all 2nd year students with the goal of boosting students’
motivation. First, students write a speech in English class, then the best speeches are selected for a
contest. In the contest, the speeches are delivered with PowerPoint support in front of all 2nd year
students, teachers, and some administrators. The audience rates each speech and helps determine the
winners. The task of writing a speech is a challenge for most 2nd year students. However, by encouraging
students to choose a topic they like, providing a step by step method for writing the speech, and providing
clear guidelines for assessment, most students succeed and feel a sense of accomplishment. The contest
provides further motivation and allows students to use their assessment skills to evaluate the quality of
the “best” speeches. In this presentation, the method for writing the speeches and holding the contest will
be explained, with particular attention given to the problems that occurred and the remedies that were
developed.
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