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Over the past 12 years, Kosens have hired at least 22 native speakers of English to teach EFL as
full-time faculty members in colleges across Japan. Roughly half of these teachers have taken on homeroom
teaching responsibilities, and the rest may have to do the same in the future. Therefore, in this round table
discussion, the facilitators assume that every school represented in the audience may have a foreign
English teacher as a Homeroom Teacher now or at some point in the future. And, the facilitators believe
that a school’s offer and a foreign teacher’s acceptance of a homeroom teacher post carries with it a number
of advantages and disadvantages, both of which are often overlooked. For this reason, this round table has
been brought together to address and raise awareness of the pros and cons of having or being a foreign
teacher in a homeroom teacher post. And, this round table provides all participants with an opportunity to
share ideas — on how to make homeroom teaching more manageable for a foreign teacher — through

productive discussion and audience interaction.

To that end, the questions below, followed by an open forum, will guide discussion:
1. How are homeroom teacher appointments and duties determined at your school?
2.  What was your greatest fear about homeroom teaching before becoming a homeroom teacher? And,
how have you dealt with that fear since?
3.  What do you like and dislike most about homeroom teaching?
4. What expectations and limitations does a foreign teacher in a homeroom teacher post face?
5.  What successful measures have been taken at your schools which might help foreign teachers make

the transition into homeroom teaching posts?

o

How do the challenges of homeroom teaching compare to those of other job duties in Kosen?

~

What should foreign teachers be aware of before taking on homeroom teaching duties?

8. What should faculties know before giving homeroom teaching duties to foreign teachers?
How can having a foreign identity benefit a homeroom teacher?

10. How can having a foreign identity hurt a homeroom teacher?

11. How might foreign teachers handle grade reports more efficiently?

12. How might foreign teachers manage parent-teacher meetings more efficiently?
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